
 “Light in a messenger’s eyes brings joy to the heart, and good news gives health to the bones.’” 
Proverbs 15:30 

Tuesday, May 28 marked the ninth public meeting of the Board of Trustees. The afternoon saw 
recognition of our monthly “Walking Together in God’s Love” recipient, approval of the 2020-
2021 school calendars and reports from our Student Senate, Communications and Community 
Relations and Religious Education.  

Thank you to all our guests who joined us to celebrate all the wonderful things happening in our 
District in the month of May. 

Walking Together in God’s Love: Edmonton Catholic Schools Delivery Driver Al 
Williamson 

This month Principal Patrick Santin of 
St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic Elementary/ 
Junior High school nominated Facilities 
Services delivery driver Al Williamson to 
be recognized as the recipient of the 
“Walking Together in God’s Love” 
tribute, which celebrates all the 
wonderful things that happen in our 
Edmonton Catholic Schools 
communities.  

Al has been with the District for 40 
years and not only brings smiles to the 
faces of the students he interacts with, 
but also to the staff that have the 
pleasure of seeing him daily. His 
kindness and friendly nature are 
contagious and his generous spirit 
radiates. He’s also a wonderful model 
for the students, as he always makes sure to take pause in the hallway for morning prayer and 
reflect on the morning announcement.  

Trustee Mutala said: “What a wonderful gift you have been to the students and staff and 
parents and you are the face and hands and feet of Christ. Thank you very much for all your 
hard work. You are a blessing.”  
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Student Senate Yearly Report 

Student Senate Chair and Vice Chair, Dylan Brindley and Emilie Spak, joined the Board to 
present their year-end report.  
 
Some highlights of the past year included:  

• Creation of Student Senate Instagram account 
• Presentations at six high school open houses 
• Collaborated with Community Relations to implement the Humans of ECSD project 
• Created a survey for students on the Senate and its impact 
• Provided feedback to Trustees on items such as cell phones, mental health, vaping, sex 

education and religion in our schools 
 
The Student Senate is composed of 22 senators from 11 sites and is an avenue for student 
voice and has the primary purpose is the promotion and advancement of Catholic education in 
Edmonton Catholic Schools.   

 
District Calendar for 2020-2021  
 
The 2020-2021 District school year calendar for both the District-based regular school year and 
year-round school year has been approved for the upcoming school year.  
 
The first day of instruction for the 2020-2021 District-based school year will be Tuesday, 
September 1, 2020 and the last instructional day is Friday, June 25, 2021. For the year-round 
calendar, the first day of instruction will be August 11, 2020 and the instructional day will be 
June 25, 2021. 

The 2020-2021 District school year calendar contains 190 instructional days and 196 
operational days. Schools have organized their hours of operation to meet the requirements 
established by Alberta Education to include 950 hours of instruction for elementary and junior 
high students and 1,000 hours of instruction for senior high school students. 

To view the calendar for the upcoming year as well as for the 2020-2021 school year, click 
here.  

  

https://www.ecsd.net/AboutUs/Overview/Calendar/Pages/default.aspx


 
Communications Accountability for the Office of the Superintendent  
 
The Board was joined by members of the Office of the Superintendent to share the variety of 
communications the District undertakes to communicate with staff, parents and the public 
regarding the wonderful initiatives being undertaken at all our schools.  

From websites and social media to videos and newsletters, the District offers a variety of 
communication tools to share news, information and stories from the District and our schools.  

In addition to the report, members of the Community Relations team were honoured for their 
recent winning of a variety of Hermes Creative awards. The international competition recognizes 
creative professionals involved in the concept, writing and design of traditional materials, 
marketing and communications programs and emerging technologies. 

 
 
Religous Education Accountability Report 

Members of the Religious Education team also joined the meeting to present their yearly report.  
The important work of Catholic education extends beyond the Religious Education curriculum. It 
is the religious character, identity and culture that distinguishes our Catholic schools and makes 
our relationships with our families and parishes a success. The report presented to the Board 
highlighted the important work happening in the area of curriculum and beyond. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The next meeting of the Board will be held on June 18, 2019.  
This edition of The Messenger is from the May 28, 2019 meeting. 

The Messenger: Notable News from the Board is published following the public Board meeting and is an opportunity 
for the ECSD Board of Trustees to communicate the accomplishments and pay tribute to the wonderful initiatives 
that our District undertakes. 
 
If you would like to view the latest Board meeting, here is a link to the webcast: 
https://www.ecsd.net/BoardofTrustees/Reports-and-Resources/public_board_meeting/Pages/Default.aspx 

https://www.ecsd.net/BoardofTrustees/Reports-and-Resources/public_board_meeting/Pages/Default.aspx

